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But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8 ESV)
A fresh start
One of the biggest celebrations each year that
people from all walks of life and all ages celebrate:
new years. New years in our minds is a time to start
fresh, to shake off the failure and frustration of the
past year and move on to a better life. As we move in
to a new year, we must be fully aware of God's mercy
that has allowed us to make it here, we must
remember that without Christ at the center of our
lives, nothing can or will truly change for the better.
What new year resolutions have you made? 25 days
in, are you having a hard time keeping them? In order
for true, permanent, positive change to come in to
our lives, our relationships and friendships we must
look to the source of renewal: Jesus Christ.
The Scripture teaches us: Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come. (2
Corinthians 5:17 ESV)
– it is by the finished
work of Jesus Christ
on Calvary that we
find renewal and
refreshing, not by our
own strength or
ability. This new year
you have a choice:
doing the same thing over and over again, expecting
different results (which is the definition of insanity),
or trust the One who makes all things new.

What's New
In our continued effort to take the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ to every man, woman, and child
possible, we have launched a new app you can
download for free from Google Play or the Amazon
App Store. The My Emanuel ministries app contains
quick mobile access to tools we have specifically
created for use on your smart phone or tablet, for
example:
•

•

•

My Emanuel daily verse – our daily verse
page that is updated with different Scripture
each day. This Scripture is intended to provide
hope, joy, guidance, and love from the Word
of God, and serves as a daily reminder of
God's love.
Prayer request – the prayer request page
allows you to request prayer from anywhere
in the world and also pray for those in need.
Sword and shield – quick search app that
looks for Scripture based upon a search term,
for example, you might ask: “does God love
me”, and Scripture about God's love for you
would be returned.

We continue to actively work to produce
content to connect you with God's Word, to deepen
your walk with Christ, and to provide ways to
fellowship and learn daily in your walk with Christ.

Bread of Life by Rick Patton : rpatton@myemanuel.com : myemanuel.com
I choose to wait
Hello everyone! Love and prayers from everyone here at My Emanuel!
I’m a new Christian, I submitted my life to the one true King in August of 2011! I didn’t have a
clue what I was doing as I was unchurched for 43 years, I’m 47 now. So I started praying constantly as
I had plenty of free time on my hands because of how God got my attention! (that’s a different
sermon) God revealed to me very quickly that I was to evangelize! So I started telling people the good
news. Now remember that I was unchurched and had no Bible or church! I lead a 95 year old man to
Christ because I was full of the Holy Spirit! All I knew was to pray and wait and meditate and act
because that was what God was telling me to do. In America we require instant gratification. We all
want God to “do something now!” When was the last time you just prayed and waited? We must
pray believing that God will move! It may not be the answer that we expected but He will answer! His
timing is always perfect! Jesus prayed to the Father! He waited for the answer!
Let’s practice this in our lives:
• Pray from your heart. Pray for His will to be done in whatever it is!
• Wait for God’s answer, remember it may not always be what you think. It usually isn’t
quick either.
• Meditate on the answer, talk to God! Spend that much needed quiet time with God!
• Act on the answer! Don’t hesitate! Receive the answer and be blessed!
We must slow down sometimes to speed up! I for one learned this the hard way. So pray and
wait, find a way to get that quiet time and then act accordingly to His answer. As hard as it is in our
fast paced world, have patience.
Yet I am confident I will see the lord ’s goodness while I am here in the land of the living.
Wait patiently for the lord . Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the lord. (Psalms
27:13-14 NLT)
But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That is how we
know we are living in him. Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did. (1
John 2:5-6 NLT)
Thanks for reading this month's newsletter and always feel free to contact us with any
questions you may have! God bless each and every one of you!

Devoted by Daniel Higginbotham : dhigginbotham@myemanuel.com : myemanuel.com
Get back in the game
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. (1 Peter 5:10 ESV)
Recently my son went to a basketball camp at a nearby church, and for the first time in his 6
years learned about the game. The camp, very basic, teaching fundamentals, teamwork, and being
selfless, was a wonderful opportunity for him to learn and grow in his faith. About an hour in to the
first day of the camp as I looked up I saw my son moving towards me gripping his hand, crying,
deeply in pain. The staff member explained that as they were practicing a passing drill the ball had
jammed one of his fingers and thus he and I were both reminded of an important lesson: life can
hurt.
As we stood talking in that moment I wanted to take my young son and give in to his request
to leave, but something inside me reminded me this was time for a important life lesson. As I held my
son I tried to encourage him to go back to finish the drill and the last hour of the camp for that day.
Standing there the tears still rolling down his face, the pain very fresh and real, I encouraged my son
to go back, possibly to be hurt again, why? If we allow ourselves, regardless of age, to walk away from
things that cause us pain and suffering in life we will never accomplish anything for the Lord. Pain and
suffering are a very real part of our lives and we must learn to weather the storm, trust God, and
understand even though we face a mighty enemy, who is like a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8), our God
shuts the mouths of lions (Daniel 6:22).
Have you been sitting on the sideline? Has the pain and frustration of walking with God kept
you weak and afraid to walk by faith? Has your devotion faded as worldly things have become more
important than Kingdom things? Yes, painful valleys will come and go, but let us pray for the wisdom
and ability to pray as the Psalmist prayed: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4
ESV). Pray for the Holy Spirit to move with-in you, move past your fears and failures, place every
painful moment at the foot of the cross and cry out “Abba”, Father, I've been broken and afraid but
here I am, send me. May the joy of Christ fill your soul and may others know by both your words and
actions that you are Devoted.

Shepherd's Shadow : learn more at myemanuel.com/hisshadow
The purpose of the Shepherd's Shadow is
simple: provide for the physical and spiritual
needs of the poor, fatherless, and widows. The
Scripture reminds us: Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the
world. (James 1:27 ESV) - in our effort to take
the Gospel to the most desperately in need
through both word and deed we partner with
both local and international ministries. The
primary focus for this month's newsletter is our partner ministry Greater Works of Dalton Georgia.
Greater Works is entrusted with providing for some
of the most desperate and in need in North Georgia, one of
the nation's poorest communities. These precious brothers
and sisters cannot be forgotten and the Lord has
commanded and entrusted us to provide for them. Will you
partner with us? Will you join us hand-in-hand and say to
them: “Yes, there is a God that loves you. Because of that
love I want to provide for you. You matter to God and to
me”. With your gift of just $14 you can purchase a
wonderful “follow me” t-shirt and provide for the wonderful
brothers and sisters of North Georgia
http://teespring.com/greaterworks

Prayers & Praise : have a prayer request? Visit facebook.com/livesent
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (James 5:16 KJV)
This section of the monthly newsletter is dedicated to bringing prayer request and praise
reports to the prayer warriors all around the world. If you have a prayer need please contact us on
our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/livesent
Greater Works of Dalton Georgia
Mercy's Door Children Home of Dalton Georgia
Bro. Timothy Higginbotham
Bro. Daniel Higginbotham
Arden Timm
Tammy Madden and family

“Our Community Needs OCONE” of Uganda
Bro. Rick Patton
Sister Wendy Wise
Bro. Mike R.
Caroline Lamelas
Young man being drawn to the Lord

Ministry Corner : please visit myemanuel.com/blog/whats-new for ministry updates
As we move in to a new year we are excited about the opportunities the Lord will provide.
Over the past few months we have started a new initiative to help provide for the physical needs of
our brothers and sisters all around the world. Through the creation of t-shirts we are able to raise
funds to help provide for needs such as food, clothing,
and shelter. Through the message of Scripture we are
able to share hope, love, and joy with those who see the
designs the Lord has blessed us to create.
We need your help! Will you partner with My
Emanuel through the Shepherd's Shadow? Will you help
us tell the poor, homeless, fatherless, and widows that
God does love them, and He does remember them?
Please visit our ministry store at
http://teespring.com/stores/myemanuel to see the
different designs we have listed. Any purchase you make
will be used to fund our partner ministries and all
proceeds from each t-shirt sale will go towards their
needs.

