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But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8 ESV)

Welcome Back! What's New
It has been almost 2 years since the last 

edition of “The Good News of My Emanuel” was 
published and we want to thank you for all your 
prayers and support over the past 24 months. What 
started as a weekly newsletter will now be a monthly 
publication that we hope will be a blessing that 
enriches your walk with Christ and brings you closer 
to His amazing love. You may notice some changes to 
the look of the newsletter but the heart of what we 
do can never change: knowing and making the hope 
found only in Jesus Christ known.

This month's edition is our Christmas edition 
and we pray that as you and your family celebrate the 
birth of Christ that you would remember all the 

presents, food, and 
wonderful time 
together with family 
and friends fails in 
comparison to the 
true reason for the 
season: Jesus. We 
celebrate the coming 
of God's only Son over 

2000 years ago in the small city of Bethlehem and the 
celebration that started then continues to this very 
day! And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!" (Luke 
2:13-14 ESV).

Over the past few months the Lord has 
blessed us to continue developing the My Emanuel 
ministry website (www.myemanuel.com) and we 
have updated, upgraded, and added several new 
pages intent on sharing the Gospel and building up 
the church. The list here is a summary list and we 
encourage you to visit our website often to see the 
updates and all that we have added:

• Daily Verse (www.myemanuel.com/verse) – 
the daily verse page updates daily to share 
Scripture the Lord has put on our hearts to 
bring hope, strength, peace, and 
remembrance of God's love, mercy, and 
grace.

• It is time 
(www.myemanuel.com/itistime.html) – this 
page is intended for those who are struggling 
to forgive the pain and hurt caused by 
someone, it is the Lord's desire that we 
forgive as He has forgiven and this page is 
created to minister to those struggling with 
that process.

• Daily text (www.myemanuel.com) – the daily 
text program has been updated to make a 
more seamless, automated process. If you are 
looking to receive Scripture via daily text 
message you can sign-up for free using the 
sign-up form on the homepage.

http://www.myemanuel.com/
http://www.myemanuel.com/
http://www.myemanuel.com/itistime.html
http://www.myemanuel.com/verse
http://www.myemanuel.com/
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Peace

The story of Christmas has been told and retold for over 2000 years and it is one that 
demonstrates the greatest love imaginable. As we think back to the manger in Bethlehem a 
wonderful mix of emotions bubble to the surface: joy, hope, peace, awe, and wonder. Most of us 
understand that in Christmas we see God coming down in the form of a man, Jesus, to be born of a 
virgin, live a perfect, sin free life fulfilling God's perfect law, and ultimately dying as the perfect 
Passover Lamb giving us a way back to the Father but is there more? This Christmas as you spend 
time with family, exchange gifts, and eat food I pray that the story of the Creator coming to His 
creation would help you understand the depth of God's love for you and in this love you would find 
true peace and joy that would never fade.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (Luke 2:14 KJV) – in 
this exchange recorded by Luke we see not only the announcement of the joyous birth of Christ but 
we see God speaking to His people for the first time in over 400 years. Can you imagine, 400 years of 
silence? 400 years is the span between God's last recorded interaction with Israel in Scripture and the 
birth of His only begotten Son. At the announcement of the birth of Christ we see immediately God 
the Father's hope in Christ: reconciliation with His beloved creation. Understanding the beautiful 
Christmas story requires that we understand that without Jesus mankind has no hope of ever being 
with God. Without Christ man can find no peace on earth, our lives are devoid of true joy, and the 
uncertainty of the future burdens our soul. In this announcement we see what has come true in 
millions of lives, including mine: spiritual peace. Peace with my maker through the blood of my 
Saviour and forgiveness of my sins by the good will of the Father.

Presents are nice, food is good, and time with family is precious but this Christmas we must 
truly embrace the only meaning for this celebration: Jesus. Actions speak louder than words and in 
the birth of Jesus, God's love is proven. In the death of Jesus just over 33 years later we see this love 
confirmed once again and the unbelievable depths of that love. Scripture explains the love that God 
has for us this way: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16 KJV) – the love God has for 
us is so great that He did not hesitate to promise thousands of years ago to Adam and fulfill that 
promise through Jesus to provide the only way back to Him. In the Christmas story we see the 
providence of God and the truth that God's plan is not a mortal plan of years or decades but the plan 
from beginning to end. May God's love give you joy, may His providence give you peace, and in Him 
alone may you trust.

http://www.myemanuel.com/
mailto:dhigginbotham@myemanuel.com


This Christmas and every day after I ask a question with eternal consequence: do you know 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour? If you died today do you know where you would spend eternity? In Jesus 
we find not just a good way of many, through Jesus we find the only way to salvation and eternal life. 
You, like myself are a sinner, and God demands perfection. The Scripture reminds us of the truth that 
God is so holy and perfect that even to think sinful thoughts of lust is to commit adultery, what He 
requires you cannot pay. The price of salvation was paid in the death of Jesus on the cross at Calvary 
and without Him you have no hope. Today, December 25th 2014 it is time for you to stop running 
dear child, the Father is calling. He loves you, He cries out for you to come home. The greatest gift 
ever given is waiting for you: eternal life in the arms of the Saviour Jesus Christ.

Please visit http://www.myemanuel.com/iamready.html if you've never surrendered your life 
to Christ to learn more about asking Jesus Christ to become your Lord and Saviour today.

http://www.myemanuel.com/iamready.html
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Because of Love

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,  
therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves  
but for him who for their sake died and was raised. (2 Corinthians 5:14-15 ESV)

The lyrics of an old country song say “love makes a man do some things he ain't proud of”, 
and then list some unmanly things that he does out of love for his wife. The love of Christ compels us. 
Because God first loved us, we love Him, and in our love we want to do things that please the Lord. 
Its critically important that in this month's devotion you do not misunderstand the message: we are 
justified by faith alone least any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). Knowing that we are justified by 
faith alone does not make it any less likely that we will be compelled to do loving things in the name 
of Christ, it makes it certain we will be compelled.

We rejoice knowing we are justified fully by the finished work of the cross and because God 
has given us a gift we could never earn or purchase by sending His only Son, Jesus to save us. Does 
your devotion for Christ shine through in the things you do? In living for Christ, do you find yourself 
loving one another as He has loved us? (John 13:34) Do you find yourself naturally wanting to love 
and help others and provide for their needs? (Matthew 25:40) Lastly, in your relationship with Christ, 
knowing that you are justified by faith alone do you realize the Holy Spirit lives within you and your 
love for Christ assures that the things you do will reflect on what you believe? (James 2:26)

May the love of Christ compel you to love others as He has loved you. May the forgiveness of 
God through the blood of Christ compel you to forgive others knowing He has not withheld 
forgiveness from you. May the mercy of God because of Christ compel you to show mercy. May the 
joy of Christ fill your soul and may others know by both your words and actions that you are Devoted.

http://www.myemanuel.com/
mailto:dhigginbotham@myemanuel.com


Shepherd's Shadow : learn more at myemanuel.com/hisshadow

The past few months have seen us by God's grace, extend the My Emanuel outreach program 
across the nation and across the world. God has blessed us to partner with Brother Rick Patton and 
Sister Wendy Wise in our continued effort to share both the Gospel message and the love of the 
Gospel through action. In our effort to help share the Good News we started the Shepherd's Shadow, 
our community outreach program. Http://www.myemanuel.com/hisshadow 

During the month of December we are partnering with “Our Community Needs OCONE” and 
have released a video titled “Heart of Christmas” http://youtu.be/jqQbYtGRcd4. This effort is to 
remind everyone of the Words of Christ: And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' (Matthew 25:40 ESV). Even as you 
read about our efforts to provide Christmas presents for over 200 boys and girls in Uganda it isn't to 
late to get involved! Your tax deductible gift of any amount can make the difference in the precious 
life of a young boy or girl. Your gifts fund the needs (food, clothes, shelter, etc.) of some of the 
poorest people in one of the poorest countries in the world. You can partner by giving a one time gift, 
or by adopting a child with a monthly pledge. Please click here to learn more. 

Please pray the Lord would bless our efforts to share the Good News through both word and 
deed throughout the world. May the Lord touch your heart and help you understand together we can 
make a difference in the lives of those who desperately need us.

http://www.myemanuel.com/hisshadow/aboutocone.html
http://www.myemanuel.com/hisshadow/becomeashepherd.html
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=-ukUVrr-1p4MMRn3s2ijEO83AqRmd2Ym4C8qs3zxcS-5IY1DYwhLXMdBVpa&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d66f31424b43e9a70645c907a6cbd8fb4
http://youtu.be/jqQbYtGRcd4
http://www.myemanuel.com/hisshadow
http://www.myemanuel.com/hisshadow


Prayers & Praise : have a prayer request? Visit facebook.com/livesent

Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (James 5:16 KJV)

This section of the monthly newsletter is dedicated to bringing prayer request and praise 
reports to the prayer warriors all around the world. If you have a prayer need please contact us on 
our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/livesent

Greater Works of Dalton Georgia “Our Community Needs OCONE” of Uganda
Mercy's Door Children Home of Dalton Georgia Bro. Rick Patton
Sister Wendy Ward Bro. Daniel Higginbotham
Bro. Timothy Higginbotham The United States of America (leaders, country)
Darla (Tamera Higgins) Megan (Tammy Maden)
Richard Rodriguez Sally Barclay's loved one
DaVos Murray (praise! The Lord) Marqius Oliver
Brothers left without mother at Christmas Steve Barton

http://www.facebook.com/livesent
http://www.facebook.com/livesent


Ministry Corner : please visit myemanuel.com/blog/whats-new for ministry updates

The past few months have been explosive growth for My Emanuel on Facebook and we want 
to give all the glory to God and thank Him for His continued blessing of our ministry. Several months 
ago Brother Rick Patton and Sister Wendy 
Wise teamed up with Timothy and I to 
continue in the mission of My Emanuel: 
taking the Gospel of Christ to the lost. Just a 
few days ago we started one of our largest 
projects and we need your help!

The need of our partner ministries 
who provide clothes, food, and shelter for 
some of the country and world's poorest 
peoples has increased so rapidly that we are 
looking for ways to financially support them 
as well as through prayer. We started a 
project to raise funds by selling the t-shirts 
pictured and ask that you would pray over 
the message and if God would so lead you 
that you would purchase one of these shirts 
at http://www.teespring.com/livesent. 

Please continue to pray for Rick, Wendy, 
Timothy and myself as we seek out God's will 
for our ministry. Please pray for the 
thousands of lives God has blessed us to impact and please visit us at 
http://www.facebook.com/livesent to get involved with our continued effort to share the Gospel 
with the lost, edify the saints, and be the hands and feet of Jesus!

http://www.facebook.com/livesent
http://www.teespring.com/livesent
http://www.myemanuel.com/blog/whats-new
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